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Bowfin caught at SF8 by Calvin Matlock, nephew of 
Paul and Beth Matlock.

Sawyer Ward  SR-26 
8 yrs old first 5lb bass

Emily and Jake Smith  SK-66 Emily caught this 4.5 
lb bass recently and it is her new personal best.

Dawson Jaskiewicz NF-01B 
Night Fishing

“There’s no such thing as a bad day 
when you’re fishing.” 

- John D. Williams
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Kevin Jones
General Manager, 

Lake Cherokee

MESSAGE
from the Manager

 Hello Lake family, I hope 
everyone’s had a great summer 
so far and a great 4th of July 
weekend! 
When I took over this business, 
almost 16 months ago, our 
community was torn.  Between 
the shareholders, CWC 
management, board of directors 
and Lake Patrol, we were facing 
major turmoil.  However, I believe 
we all have made tremendous 
strides and have brought much 
of this community back together 
in a much more positive, friendly, 
and caring way.   There were 
changes in personnel, and 
primarily the way this business 
had been run for so long.  If there 
is one thing I hate hearing, it’s 
“ well that’s the way it’s always 
been done.”  That thought 
process was eliminated as soon 
as I took over.  April 2023 was 
a very tough time to start this 

new career, but I knew if we 
all worked together, we could 
change this culture forever. 

 I want to commend all of 
our great employees here at 
the Cherokee Water Company, 
the board of directors and 
the shareholders who have 
worked so hard to restore this 
Lake family through constant 
communication, transparency, 
respect for one another, fairness 
and compassion for each other. 
There are still things that need 
to be done and some changes 
still to come.  My sincere request 
is that before someone posts 
something on social media that 
they heard or don’t have all the 
facts about, that you reach out 
to me or my office first. Most 
if not all the questions can be 
answered, and the facts given. 
With all of us continuing to work 

together, we can make this great 
place that we call home better 
than it’s ever been. 

  Remember all the boater’s 
safety rules that we have and 
please put them into practice.  
It’s been a great summer, and we 
want you and your family safe on 
the lake.

Respectfully,

Kevin Jones, GM

  Cathy  Cathy  HiteHite
CWC Office Manager

Some Privilege Card 
History 

While doing some research, I discovered some 
interesting facts about Privilege Cards. 

The price of a privilege card is currently lower at 
$50 per card than back in 1983 when the cards 
were half the annual lease rental. The price of 
cards in 1983 were $65 and increased for the next 
10 years when in 1994 the price was $250 per 
card.  In 1995, the cards were reduced to $100 and 
remained at $100 for 10 years when they dropped 
to $25 in 2004.

So, when you think about it, additional privilege 
card holders have the benefits of using all of our 
amenities for $50 a year.  Doesn’t sound like a bad 
deal to me.

Why do we charge? To help cover the 
costs of extra security, increased waste 
management costs and additional 
maintenance for maintaining the island 
and / or boat roads. 
 
So what’s changing?
There has been a lot of talk about the 
cards and charge for accessing the 
island by land/ gate.  Beginning with 
the next lease renewal, there will no 

longer be a charge for accessing the 
island by land. We are in the process of 
converting the gate entry at the island 
to touchpad via a code vs the need 
for a special card.  This will eliminate 
the expense for the island cards.  Stay 
tuned for more details on this as we 
finalize the conversion.  

Cathy Hite 

July 18, 2024 photo by Scott Lee
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Warm Weather Patterns and Fish Kills

Summer heat waves bring on new challenges for the aquatic environment.
Warm water holds less oxygen than cold water and extended high-heat
periods create environments susceptible to oxygen-related fish kills. These
fish kills can be localized (which occurred recently on Lake Cherokee) or
total lake kills. This article will break down the processes involved with
summertime fish kills.

Physiological Properties of Water

Water exhibits some of the most unique properties of all chemistries on
Earth due to its strong hydrogen bonds. Of these unique properties oxygen
carrying capacity and density are the most important when it comes to
summertime fish kills. Warm water holds less oxygen than cold water,
meaning that as water heats during the summer, less oxygen is available for
aquatic organisms, leaving the ecosystem more susceptible to oxygen
depletion.

The density of water is also impacted by temperature. Warm water is less
dense than cool water, with water reaching its densest point at 39.2ºF. When
water is heated unevenly, the surface can become less dense resulting in
the formation of layers, known as stratification.

Stratification/Thermoclines

Stratification is the division of water into distinct layers. The dividing line
between the layers is commonly referred to as the thermocline.
Thermoclines occur when surface water is heated by the sun causing it to
become less dense and sit on top of but not mix with the cooler denser water
below. It is similar to the phenomenon that occurs when oil is poured on top
of water.

Once a thermocline forms, water in the warm surface layer maintains higher
oxygen levels due to interactions with the atmosphere and production from
photosynthesis while the denser water underneath becomes devoid of
oxygen. Thermoclines can persist throughout the entire summer until natural
turn over occurs from cooling temperatures in the fall or it can abruptly mix
from high inflows of cool water such as heavy rain events.

Thermocline Disruption and Fish Kills

Heavy rain events in the summer are one of the main causes of summertime
fish kills. The rapid influx of cold water causes the warm water on the
surface to mix with the cool bottom layer, resulting in a “turn over.” The
mixing that occurs between the oxygenated and unoxygenated layers results
in a dilution of dissolved oxygen across the water column. A rapid decline in
oxygen levels can then lead to fish kills, with larger and more susceptible
fish such as bass and crappie (compared to catfish) dying first followed by
smaller and less susceptible species (if oxygen levels remain low for an
extended period).

In large lakes, turnover events can be localized, while smaller ponds
generally experience complete turnovers. Localized turnovers are typically
seen in areas of high water inflow, such as creek mouths or in the case of
Lake Cherokee, past the Silvy bridge and around Lee and Mud creek. This is
why a majority of dead fish can be found near these areas.

Numerous lakes and ponds in the path of hurricane Beryl are experiencing
the impacts of partial and total turnovers. However, in most scenarios
complete fish kills are unlikely, and restocking is rarely needed. While Lake
Cherokee did experience a small die off, damages will likely be minor and
overall lake populations will be relatively unaffected.

For more information on turnovers and oxygen related fish kills send us a
message: garrett@pristinepondsolutions.com
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MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
CHEROKEE WATER COMPANY

July 18, 2024

A meeting of the Board of Directors of 
Cherokee Water Company was held at 
6:00 pm on Thursday, June 20, 2024, at 
NK 20 Lake Cherokee, Longview Texas 
75603 with the following Directors present:

Gary Mapes, President
Thomas Merritt, Vice President
Randy Graves, Treasurer
Dee Rea, Secretary 
Kristina Coolidge-absent 
Rhonda Bullard 
Seleta Davis
Cory Eason
Paul Oberthier
David McDaniel
Alan Koelemay
George Steele 

President Gary Mapes called the meet-
ing to order at 6:00 pm  
Dee Rea, Secretary, pronounced a 
quorum.

Dee Rea made a motion to approve the 
minutes  of Board of Directors Cherokee 
Water Company, June20, 2024. Sec-
onded by Seleta Davis.  The resolution 
passed by unanimous consent.

Gary Mapes, President, reminded 
shareholders out of respect for all share-
holders that may want to speak, each 
shareholder will be limited to 3 minutes 
of speaker  time.  If a shareholder feels 
like 3 minutes is insufficient amount of 
time to discuss their issue, they may 
contact Kevin or Gary and arrangements 
will be made to discuss their issue.

Gary Mapes, President, also stated 
that the board is going to be voting to 
approve the Capital budget and the 
Operating budget for the 2024-2025 fis-
cal year. The operating budget includes 
$150 dues increase.  Following tonight’s 
meeting, an email will be sent to all 
shareholders that will contain facts and 
data which led the board to approve 
dues increase.

Boat Rally Awards:
Misty Conway passed out trophies pre-
sented by Republic Services to share-
holders winning in the Open Theme and 

the Patriotic Theme Categories: 
Open Theme Category:
First Place: Megan Hamner, Lot # NS 
03, Theme titled Margaritaville.
Second Place: Maria Mills, NG 34, 
Theme titled Hippie\Soul Train
Patriotic Theme Category:
First Place: Bart Owens, Lot # SN 30, 
Theme titled USA Olympics
Second Place: Wilburt Yates, Lot # NI 
19, Theme titled Crossing the Delaware

General Manager’s Report:
Kevin provided an operation report 
including stats on administrative, patrol 
and maintenance departments.  Other 
items mentioned: 
     1.  A Road Counter has been ob-
tained to measure the amount of traffic 
on sections of road around the lake.  
The report by the consulting firm on the 
condition of Lake Cherokee roads identi-
fied 2 sections of road needing mainte-
nance.  The amount of traffic on these 
sections of road will determine what 
exactly the maintenance procedures will 
be performed.  This will be sent out for 
bids, and once obtained, construction 
will begin.

Treasurers Report:  
•	 Randy Graves, Treasurer made a 

motion to certify the bills paid for 
the month ending June 30, 2024. 
Seconded by Dee Rea. The motion 
passed unanimously. 

•	 Randy Graves, Treasurer, made a 
motion to approve the Financials 
ending June 30, 2024.  The second 
was made by Rhonda Bullard.  The 
motion passed unanimously.

•	 Randy Graves, Treasurer, made a 
motion to approve Critical Expendi-
tures for the current fiscal year. ( 4 
items) Patrol Cameras, Boat Ramp 
Booms, Street Sweeper, Boat Mo-
tor. 

Alan Koelemay asked a ques-
tion regarding adding the NK21 
Generator proposed in the 
capital budget also be added to 
the approval. Gary stated the 
addition could be added in a 
subsequent month that the vote 
tonight would be only for the (4) 
items listed. 

The motion was seconded by Cory 
Eason.  Motion passed unani-
mously.

•	 Randy Graves, Treasurer, made 
a motion to approve the Capital 
Expenditure for 2024-2025. The mo-
tion was seconded by Paul Oberthi-
er.  Motion passed  unanimously. 

•	 Randy Graves, Treasurer, made a 
motion to approve the 2024-2025 

budget.  The motion was seconded 
by Paul Oberthier.  Motion passed 
unanimously.

Rules, Policy &Variance Committee:

 Paul Oberthier presented variances 
to the Board for consideration:
Variances:

NG 59 - To build a porch closer than 75’ 
to the lake.  New porch will be 69’ from 
the lake on one side and greater than 
75’ on the other side.   Both adjacent 
shareholders have signed off.  Side 
setbacks will be greater than 6’.  Due to 
inclement weather the committee did not 
visit the site, however, Paul, Tammie, 
and Gary did visit the site on the follow-
ing day.  The committee recommends 
approval of the request.  Paul Oberthier 
made a motion to approve the variance 
request at NG 59. Seconded by Randy 
Graves. The motion passed by unani-
mous consent.

SM 15 - To build a carport that will not 
have 12” overhang.  Both adjacent 
shareholders have signed off. Gut-
ters will be installed on two sides and 
there will be enclosed trim on the gable 
ends.  The gutters will have a total of 4 
downspouts directing runoff water to an 
existing drainage route down a sloped 
surface on the shareholder’s lot.  There 
will be no runoff from the gabled ends.  
Due to inclement weather the commit-
tee did not visit the site, however, Paul, 
Tammie, and Gary did visit the site on 
the following day.  The committee rec-
ommends approval of the request. Paul 
Oberthier made a motion to approve the 
variance request at SM 15. Seconded 
by Alan Koelemay. The motion passed 
by unanimous consent.

NG 25 -  To build a new boathouse that 
extends 120’ into the lake.   The exist-
ing boathouse will be demolished.  Both 
adjacent shareholders have signed off.  
The water depth at 120’ out is 7’4”.  The 
water depth at 88’ out is 5’.  The commit-
tee did visit the site and the shareholder 
was notified by the Compliance Officer 
that the committee would recommend 
denial of the request.  The shareholder 
requested to appeal the committee 
recommendation, which he did on Mon-
day, July 15, 2024, via Zoom.  After the 
appeal meeting the committee continues 
to recommend denial of the request to 
go 120’ out.  Paul Oberthier made a mo-
tion to deny the variance request at NG 
25. Seconded by Seleta Davis. Motion 
passed by unanimous consent.

Rhonda Bullard presented the 2nd 
reading for the following rules 
changes: 

Current Rule: 
Construction Rules & Regulations, 
IV. Houses, Mobile Homes, and Other  
Buildings

A. No more than one single-family 
dwelling shall be permitted on a 
CWC Lot without permission of the 
Board of Directors.  Permission 
may be granted to utilize structures 
not normally designed for residen-
tial use, such as a shop or storage 
building, to be used as a temporary 
domicile while a primary resi-
dence is under construction, such 
occupancy not to exceed twelve 
months.

Proposed Rule Change 
A. No more than one single-family 

dwelling shall be permitted on a 
CWC Lot without permission of the 
Board of Directors.  Permission 
may be granted to utilize structures 
not normally designed for residen-
tial use, such as a shop or storage 
building, to be used as a temporary 
domicile while a primary resi-
dence is under construction, such 
occupancy not to exceed twelve 
months. In the event the Board of 
Directors approves the con-
struction of a structure which is 
located on   any portion of two 
or more adjacent lots, and for 
so long as the structure exists, 
the ownership of the CWC stock 
for both affected lots shall be 
maintained in the name of the 
same person.  This requirement 
of consolidated ownership shall 
be released only upon removal 
of the structure.

Rational:  With only one single family 
dwelling per lot, placing the dwelling 
across adjacent lots requires consisten-
cy of stock ownership in the same name 
for as long as the structure exists.

Rhonda Bullard made the motion to the 
BOD to pass this resolution. The motion 
was seconded by Thomas Merritt.  The 
motion passed with unanimous consent.

With no other business, President Gary 
Mapes adjourned the meeting at 6:40 
pm.

ATTEST:

Dee Rea, Secretary  
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Lake Cherokee 
Recycling Update 

There is NO trash recycling due to the 
Kilgore facility fire.   In the meantime, 
you may use the recycling dumpsters 
for  bagged household waste.  The only 
recycling available is can recycling.  You 
may place your compressed cans in the 
metal boxes located around the lake.  

SHOPPER’S 
CORNER

WANTED:
Retired Handyman to work 
part time on my hobby farm 
doing odds and ends. 
Located near Lake Cherokee 
on FM 2011. 
Call Ed Thieman: 
903-987-4414

Board Election 
Process to Begin Soon     

 This year, the applications for Board of Directors candidacy will be 
accepted in the CWC office from Monday, September 16, until no later 
than 4:00 pm, Friday, September 27.  Application forms are available 
in the CWC offices beginning Tuesday, September 3rd from 8:00 am 
until 4:00 pm, Monday through Friday. Any shareholder or shareholder’s 
spouse who is in good standing may run for election as a Director on the 
Board if they are certified by the Special Election Commission.  Examples 
of issues which may interfere with certification are such things as fines or 
assessments that have not been paid. Four people will be elected to the 
Board.  This year, the three-year term expires for Thomas Merritt, Seleta 
Davis, Paul Oberthier and the one year term for Rhonda Bullard.  Eight 
incumbent Board members who do not come up for election this year are:  
Gary Mapes, Kristina Coolidge, Randy Graves, Cory Eason, Dee Rea, 
David McDaniel, George Steele and Alan Koelemay.  
 Consider running for the board and volunteering your time for the 
Lake Cherokee Community. 

In case of EMERGENCY, 
please call 9-1-1 and then 

Lake Patrol at (903) 643-7321

CWC OFFICE CWC OFFICE 
HOURSHOURS

Monday-Friday  8:00 am - 4:00 pm

If you are unable to make it to the office 
during business hours,give us a call.  

We can help!

(903) 643-3933    
barbara@lkcherokee.com

photo by Earnie Faries

photo by Sara Coffey
photos by Kandy Hanley

photos by Tammy Spedoski
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 The Preservation Club met on 
Thursday, July 18th.  
 We are gearing up for our next 
event….Family Fun Fest that will be held 
on Saturday, August 31st.  This is always 
a great day for our families along with 
their kids & grandkids.  We will have 3 
inflatables, face painting, spray-paint art, 
corn hole, bucket golf, hot dogs & ice 
cream!! We look forward to having a big 
turnout to celebrate the “end” of summer.
 Chili Fest is just around the corner so 
start thinking of putting a team together!  
 Come check out what we are all 
about at our next meeting on Thursday, 
August 15th directly following the CWC 
Board Meeting.  

Welcome to
Lake Cherokee
June 2024 Transfers - 8

If you have any questions 
regarding a property or stock 

transfer, please feel free 
to contact Misty Conway 

at (903) 643-3933
or misty@lkcherokee.com
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2024 Fuel Center 
Hours 
(Weather permitting)

      
Credit/Debit Card ONLY

Oil $10    Seafoam $13    Ice $2.50
    

Summer hours: 
May 1st  – Sept 30th 

Monday  closed
Tuesday-Friday 2:00 pm - 6:00pm

Saturday  8:00 am - 6:00 pm
Sunday  12:00 pm - 6:00 pm

 
Holiday dates/hours:
Monday, September 2nd   

8:00 am - 6:00 pm

BUNN BUNN
Submitted by
Deby Hamm
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CODE COMPLIANCE CORNER

Tammie Sanders
 CWC Code Compliance Officer

xx

 
Permit Type #

Accessory Building 2

Boathouse - New 2

Boathouse - Repair 5

Demolition 3

Dirt Work / Drainage 1

Driveway / Walkway 3

Fence 6

Home Repairs / Additions 6

New Construction 3

OSSF 1

Other 0

Outdoor Enhancement 3

Pool 0

Retaining Wall 2

Total Permits 37

June  2024

Permits

Lake Cherokee
Security Report

JUNE 2024
Facility check:

1182

Open Door:
9

suspicious
vehicle/
person: 

11

welfare check: 
1

assist 
shareholder:

13

Issue TREE
PERMIT: 

23

ANIMAL ASSIST:
 9

CLEAR ROADWAY 
OF TREES
/DeBRIS:

14

EXTRA PATROL:
52

DISTURBANCE:
3

ALARMS:
1

WATER 
RESPONSE/
BOAT TOW:

 2

ASSIST AGENCY: 
13

BURGLARY/
THEFT:

4

July 29th August 15th

September 3rd September 19th

September 30th October 17th

October 28th November 14th

Variance
Deadline

Board
Meeting

CHATTERCHATTER
Published by Cherokee Water Co.   NK20 Lake Cherokee  Longview, TX  75603

The CherokeeThe Cherokee

NEXT CHATTER DEADLINE

AUGUST 14

 Please send any 
correspondence related to The 
Cherokee Chatter directly to its 
dedicated e-mail,
chatter@lkcherokee.com
 This includes articles for 
clubs, submitted travel photos, 
submitted fishing photos, 
Shopper’s Corner, Bulletin Board, 
and regular ads, and any other 
Chatter related questions or 
needs.
 All Shareholders are urged 
to contribute articles, event news, 
photos, inquires and information 
of interest to residents of Lake 
Cherokee for publication in The 
Chatter.
 Advertising rates can be 
obtained by calling the Cherokee 
Water Company at 903-643-
3933; fax 903-643-2717; email to 
chatter@lkcherokee.com.
 Ads, submitted photos 
and graphics should be 300 
dpi at actual print size for best 
reproduction.  
 The Cherokee Chatter is 
published by the Cherokee Water 
Company and is printed by M. 
Roberts Media/TCM Printing.
 The Chatter does not endorse 
or accept any liability for any 
advertisements contained within 
the publication.

Hello,
I hope everyone is enjoying their summer and the 
sunshine! This month I have included rules for 
fences, driveways, retaining walls, dirt work and 
drainage. They are as follows:

• Driveways: All driveway entrances must be 
constructed at the same elevation as the existing 
roadway and shall be constructed with approved 
underdrain to carry the flow of water in drainage 
ditches. No drainage ditch can be blocked. (Section 
IV.J) 
• Fences: May be constructed along the boundary 
lines separating shareholders’ lots. Fences will not 
exceed four (4) feet in height at the water’s edge 
at spillway level and must remain at four (4) feet or 
less toward the road for at least seventy-five (75) 
feet at which point it may be six (6) feet in height. Electric fences are prohibited.  
(Section IV.L) 
• Dirt work: A permit is required before adding or removing any gravel, topsoil or 
fill dirt to or from CWC property. Shareholders will be required to install approved 
erosion and sediment control measures. (Section VI. A) 
• Drainage: The shareholder will be solely responsible for all drainage problems on 
a leased lot including the cost of engineering, design, and necessary remediation 
(Section VI. B)
 • Shareholders may not expand lot surface area by encroaching into the lake using 
retaining walls or other devices. (Section VI. C

MARK YOUR CALENDARSMARK YOUR CALENDARS

Family Fun Fest      August 31
Crappie Tournament   October 5
Fall Bass Tournament   October 19
Fall Clean up      October 18—20
Chili Fest         November 9

The Lake 
Cherokee 

Online Store 
Use your camera to scan 
the QR code to go directly
 to the online store. 

7 PIECE PIT MASTER BBQ 
SET IN CARRYING CASE
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This is the 7th in a series of articles on our U.S. Armed Forces.  Each month will highlight a 
different branch. It will culminate with an article on our veterans coinciding with Veterans Day.

The United States 
Space Force

“Semper Supra – Always Above”

Lake Cherokee Veterans Memorial
Progress Report

About the authors:
Thomas D. Richardson is an active-duty 
Major in the US Army stationed at Fort 
Sam Houston. He is a West Point graduate 
and holds a Masters in U.S. History from 
James Madison University and a Masters in 
Military Art and Science from the U.S. Army 
Command and General Staff College.

Katheryn Johnston is a Lake Cherokee 
resident since 2004.  She is a registered 
nurse and a retired Professor from UT Tyler.  
Her Father was a Navy veteran who served 
during the Korean War.

We hope you have had time to read this 
month’s article on the US Space Force. 
Next time you are on your boat at night with 
a dark sky, look up at the countless stars 
and think about the threats and dangers 
above us.  We are fortunate to have our 
USSF Guardians protecting us.  It’s an 
unimaginable task.

It’s only been a month since we announced 
the beginning of our pledge campaign and 
we’ve added just under $10,000 to our 
existing $10,000.  Thank you!  Wouldn’t it 
be amazing to have $80,000 by the end 
of October?  Then we could announce the 
beginning of construction on Veterans Day, 
November 11th.  We need your help!  For 
more information on the Memorial and to 
make your pledge, go to our website www.
LakeCherokeeVeteransMemorial.org 

Donating money is one way to help, another 
is to organize your own fundraising event.  
Marc Bailey, a professional photographer 
and Air Force Veteran, has come up with 
a creative way to use his talents to raise 
money for the Memorial.  He is holding a 
kids Photo Safari Summer Camp at the 
CWC office on Saturday, August 3 from 
10am-1pm with lunch donated by Thomas 
White.  Kids aged 7 and up are welcome.  
A parent or adult is required to attend with 
children 13 and under.  Kids should bring 
their smartphone or tablet and be prepared 
to go on a Photo Safari after an introduction 
and technique instruction.  Then, everyone 
returns to show off their work, debrief, and 
eat lunch. The registration fee is $50 with 
100% of proceeds going to the Veterans 

Memorial (Thank you Marc!). Register at our 
website www.LakeCherokeeVeteransMemorial.
org under Special Events. Cash and checks will be 
accepted on the day of the event.  Checks should 
be written out to the Lake Cherokee Community 
Foundation (LCCF).  Marc Bailey has over 40 
years of experience with professional photography, 
working with kids, and FUN! As a Veteran of the 
Air Force, Marc is excited about raising money and 
awareness for the memorial while also instilling 
creativity in young students. We hope you can join 
us for this unique opportunity. 
Email marcbailey@prodigy.net with questions.

We sincerely thank you for your support!
Friends of the Lake Cherokee 
Veterans Memorial

Gina Archer 
Tim Archer
Rhonda Bullard
Bill Bussey
Bruce Bussey
Richard Cupps 
Miguel A. Fabbiani

Guy Gauthier
Katheryn Courville Johnston
John Morgan
Barrett Newsom
Ken Pope
Mary Jo Waddell
Thomas E White

Veterans Memorial Pledge Form

Send the information on this pledge form to Katheryn Johnston 
Email: kacourville@gmail.com
Snail mail:  NP86 Lake Cherokee, Longview, TX  75603
Text: (903) 235-5890
Website:  www.LakeCherokeeVeteransMemorial.org (donation page)

Donor Name __________________________________________________
Mailing Address _______________________________________________
City, State, Zip ________________________________________________
Lot # ______ (if different from mailing address)
Phone (_______) ____________________________________________
Email _______________________________

☐ Eagle ($100 – $999) $______________
☐ Patriot ($1000 - $1999)   $______________
☐ Legacy ($2000 - $4499)  $ ____________
☐ Medal of Honor (more than $4,500 – contact Katheryn Johnston directly)
☐ Flagpole  ($4,500 – contact Katheryn Johnston directly – flagpoles are limited)

You may add:
In Honor of: ___________________________________________________
In Memory of: ________________________________________________

Donors will be recognized at their donation level on our website www.
LakeCherokeeVeteransMemorial.org and in future Chatter articles.  If you 
wish your donation to be kept anonymous, please indicate below.

____ Do not publish my name and donation on any future communications 
such as website or Chatter articles.

The Space Force is the newest branch 
of the US military, having been estab-
lished on December 20, 2019. While a 
distinct military branch, it is organized 
under the Department of the Air Force 
(just as the US Marine Corps is orga-
nized under the Department of the Navy). 
Indeed, for over six decades prior to the 
establishment of the Space Force, the 
US Air Force led the military component 
of America’s space exploration and the 
nation’s expansion into space. The US 
Space Force, now nearly five years 
old, is tasked with securing America’s 
interests in, from, and to space. It is the 
smallest of the military branches, with 
only 14,000 personnel (called Guardians) 
spread across installations in California, 
Colorado, Florida, Hawaii, New Hamp-
shire, and Greenland, but it is charged 
with an outsized mission: the Space 
Force defends the ultimate high ground. 
It protects United States satellites, sup-
ports military and humanitarian opera-
tions around the globe, and facilitates 
U.S. commercial launches into space.

The US depends on free access to 
space and Americans take as an as-
sumption the capabilities available to 
them as a benefit of this access. Thus, 
military space operations which secure 
US access to space regularly impact the 
daily lives of American citizens. Military 
operations in other domains—including 
on land, at sea, in the air, and in cyber-
space—all depend on secure communi-
cations with space-based technology as 
well. This is a complicated mission; at 
present, the Space Force tracks the con-
stant movement of over 47,000 objects in 
the Earth’s orbit while protecting no less 
than 31 satellites crucial to maintaining 
GPS alone! More than any other service 
branch, the Space Force’s Guardians 
work hand in hand with private enter-
prise, supporting over 200 launches into 
space through rocket construction and 
programming as well as mission control 
and orbital trajectory de-confliction.

While Texas does not (yet!) host any 
Space Force Bases, all enlisted Guard-
ians receive their basic training at Joint 
Base San Antonio. This is fitting, as San 
Antonio was the childhood home of Gen-
eral Bernard Schriever, the man who laid 
the groundwork for military space opera-
tions while in the Air Force. He is viewed 
by many in the Space Force as a spiritual 
father of the organization. Though the 
still-young Space Force may not have 

A United Launch Alliance Atlas V 
rocket lifts off from launch complex 
41 at the Cape Canaveral Air Force 
Station with a payload of a high 
frequency satellitehttps://www.
washingtontimes.com/multimedia/
image/ap_rocket_launch_68520jpg/

many Texans in positions of leadership 
at the moment—Major General Stephen 
G. Purdy, Jr. is the sole Texan among 28 
active Space Force general officers—
Guardians owe much to the countless 
Texans who came before them and 
worked in NASA.

Specialist 4 Ethan Nichols, USSF, calls 
Lake Cherokee his home. Originally, 
he was with the Air Force Honor Guard 
conducting funerary honors in Arlington 
National Cemetery, laying to rest over 
300 service members from Generals 
to Tuskegee Airmen.  “On August 30th, 
2023, I joined the Space Force along 
with 15 other Air Force Honor Guards-
men to establish the Space Force Honor 
Guard. Today, I am responsible for rep-
resenting our Space Force to hundreds 
of people every day. Our mission is one 
that I hope people research and un-
derstand, because it is vital to our daily 
modern lives and national safety.”

This series of articles on our armed 
forces was brought to you by Friends of 
the Lake Cherokee Veterans Memorial.  
Information came from official websites 
of the above-mentioned organizations.  
Are you active-duty or a veteran of any 
of the branches?  Please let us know 
kacourville@gmail.com 

Next month:  Prisoners of War and 
Missing in Action
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NEW SALES AND SERVICE
508 MILLVILLE DR, HENDERSON, TX 75652

903-392-2015

cherokeemotor.com
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Friday July 26th Ak BBQ and Sunsational Ice
Saturday July 27th Back Street Grill and Playground Funnel Cake
Sunday July 28th Sir Bentleys  and JEE JEEs Party on Wheels

Saturday Aug. 3rd Ak BBQ and Frios Pops
Sunday Aug. 4th Back Street Grill and JEE JEEs Party on Wheels

Saturday Aug. 10th Sir Bentleys and Sunsational Ice 
Sunday Aug. 11th Sir Bentleys and Sunsational Ice

Saturday Aug. 17th Back Street Grill and Ice Cream Guy 
Sunday Aug. 18th JEE JEEs Party on Wheels 

Saturday Aug. 24th Black Dog Deli + Catering and Ice Cream Guy 
Sunday Aug. 25th Sir Bentleys and Sunsational Ice

Saturday Aug. 31st Family Fun Day no food trucks 
Sunday Sept. 1st 2 Step Cajun Cuisine and Sunsastional Ice
Monday Sept. 2nd Ak BBQ and Sunsational Ice 

SPREAD THE 
WORD

Attention Food 
Truck Vendors

We are inviting food trucks to set up at 
Firecracker Park every weekend 

until Labor Day Weekend. 

903.236.4900

E X PE R T  K N OW LE D G E  A N D
U N M ATC H E D  S E RV I CE S
AS S U RE S  E AC H  C L I E N T

A GREAT BUYING E XPERIENCE .

P H I L L I P S F L O O R I N G A M E R I C A . C O M

19 0 4  J U D S O N  R OA D  •   LO N GV I E W,  T X  7 5 6 0 5

W H E R E  F R I E N D S
S E N D  F R I E N D S

Call us today!

M O N DAY  T H R U  F R I DAY  •   9 : 0 0A M  T O  6 : 0 0 PM

1240 AM •• 105.3 FM, Kilgore •• 101.9 FM, Longview •• 94.9 FM, Chalk Hill - Lake Cherokee  
and NOW, 

106.1 FM, Henderson 

TWO GREAT RADIO STATIONS!  
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2nd Place 2nd Place 
Patriotic CategoryPatriotic Category

1st Place 1st Place 
Patriotic CategoryPatriotic CategoryLake Cherokee Annual 

Boat Parade TEAM USA SN30TEAM USA SN3020242024

CROSSING DELAWARE CROSSING DELAWARE 
NI19NI19

photos by Patty Stew and The Owens’ FB page
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1st Place Open Category1st Place Open Category

MARGARITAVILLE - NS 3

2nd Place 2nd Place 
Open CategoryOpen Category

SOUL TRAIN  NG 34
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SETH SELLERS CONSTRUCTION 
(903) 812-0699 •• ND 09 LAKE CHEROKEE 

CUSTOM DECKS •• BOATHOUSES •• PIERS •• BOAT LIFTS 
DRAFTING •• DESIGN •• FREE ESTIMATES •• REFERENCES AVAILABLE 
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WOW! What a great week we had again this 
year at Camp Lake Rats, an outdoor educa-
tion and ministry week put on by The Church 
at Lake Cherokee.  Camp was held at Fire-
cracker Island again this year with right at 
50 kids attending, ranging from kindergarten 
through 7th grade, and just over 40 adults, 
(we won’t include their age ranges), volun-
teering their time, talents, and skills. Each 
day consisted of crafts, games, lesson time, 
music, and swimming/kayaking and ended 
with lunch. We want to say a huge THANK 
YOU to Kevin Jones and the entire Lake 
Cherokee Office staff as well as Lake Patrol 
and the maintenance staff for your being such 
a pleasure to work with and for helping to 
make this such a great week. It is an honor 
for our church to have the opportunity to 

serve such a great community.

Keep your eyes open for the dates for 
next summer’s camp in June and we look 
forward to seeing you on the lake soon.

Father Mike Maxwell
Pastor Bill Blanks

Are you looking for a place to…
belong and connect 
grow and be challenged
make a difference and have an impact

Welcome Home. 
The Church at Lake Cherokee
11968 FM 2011 East 
Sunday mornings at 11:00
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Lake Cherokee  Lake Cherokee  
Photography ClubPhotography Club

 The July meeting of the Lake 
Cherokee Photography Club was held 
July 9, 2024  at the Lake Cherokee 
Office, NK20. We addressed business 
about the upcoming exhibit at the 
Longview Museum of Art.  The 
exhibition will be open to the public on 
September 3, 2024 and be on display 
through December. Works will be ready 
for pickup in January 2025.  A rough 
count at this time indicates we may 
have 50-60 images of “Life at Lake 
Cherokee”.
 Holly needs your frame size, name 
of image and sale price(if you choose) 
as soon as possible for the master list 
the museum requests.  Please email 
or text  that information.  Supply a bio, 
and artist statement by the August 13 
meeting which is a week before the 
delivery date of the week of August 19.   
This will give the museum information 
that they can edit for their purpose in 
setting up the show. There is a detailed 
article in the July  Chatter.
 Following the discussion, we 
previewed a virtual study by David 
duChemin. We watched about half 

of the presentation which had some 
interesting perspectives, but members 
felt it was not dynamic enough to hold 
attention for the full length. We will be 
looking for other resources.
 It is time to think about and plan 
our fall meetings. It would be nice to do 
something as a group before we lose 
daylight savings time. Any ideas? What 
topics are you interested in? Who has 
information or experiences to share? 
Bring your ideas to the August meeting.
 This group is open to all Lake 
Cherokee Residents and we would 
love to see many of you who post on 
the websites to join us. We are mostly 
camera phone photographers with some 
members using more conventional 
cameras.  We encourage photographers 
of all skill level to join, to share and 
learn.
 Next meeting: August13, 6PM 
downstairs at the lake office. If you have 
questions, please TEXT Holly at 903-
399-0066 to introduce your question, 
as she does not answer unknown 
numbers.

Taken by Holly Treadway

Taken by Jim TreadwayTaken by Craig Nichols

Taken by Patty Stew
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Floating dock connecting 
Firecracker Park to Bikini Island 

 
 
 
 
 
 

IMPORTANT REMINDER: 
There are cleats on the dock  

to tie up your watercraft.   
 
 
 
 
 

PLEASE DO NOT  
USE THE PILINGS! 

 

 

Star Provider 
Have you ever wanted to know more about the Lake Cherokee  

community to better serve your clients and expand your market?  
Lake Cherokee (Cherokee Water Company) is,  

for the first time ever, offering a course covering the  
rules, regulations and policies of Lake Cherokee.  

Course curriculum is designed to provide  
professional service providers a better understanding  

and knowledge of the unique rules, regulations and policies  
that help make Lake Cherokee such a special community!  

After successful completion of the test, you will be recognized  
as a “Star Provider” for Lake Cherokee Shareholders.  

A list of Star Providers will be published and available to shareholders  
on the CWC website, Cherokee Chatter and various media platforms.  

The “Star Provider” status and logo can be used in your  
individual marketing to let prospective clients know that you have an  

in-depth knowledge of the Lake Cherokee community.  
The test will be offered online.  

To register, come by the Cherokee Water Company offices at  
NK 20 Lake Cherokee between the hours of  

8:00 am & 4:00 pm Monday-Friday.  
Fee for the course is $250.00 -  due at time of registration.  

For more information, call the office at (903) 643-3933 
 

Fee covers: 
• The instructional course and course prep materials 
• 1 year of advertising in the Star Provider Directory on CWC website, 

Cherokee Chatter and various media platforms used by CWC 
• Email notifications throughout the year to keep Star Providers  
        updated on any rule or policy changes that could impact service  
        providers and shareholders.  

CURRENT STAR PROVIDERS
RealtorsRealtors

ContractorsContractors

Abby Adkisson            903-431-5636
Clair Balliett            903-918-4605
Kristin Bates            903-808-2182
Alice Berryhill            903-738-4907
Alisha Bixby            903-445-9118
Kristina Coolidge            903-720-4838
Marian Freeman            903-331-7170
Lynne Hall            903-738-6080
Linda Howlett            903-746-0688
Michael Kalmus            469-964-1621
Melinda Leslie            903-576-7667
Lisa Lobue            903-736-5790
Beth Matlock            903-738-9624
Paula Parker            903-315-6913
Harriett Prine            903-238-3999
Stacie Rogers            903-985-2468
Brandi Russel            903-452-7524
Alan Scarborough            903-263-8443
Stephen Skinner            903-240-0168
Renee Wingo             903-424-4987
Bud Summers            903-240-0095
Dianne Swank            903-452-3504
Martha Weant            903-720-0936
Jessica Swank Waldron   903-452-2125

AGLYN Number Four LLC 903-759-3985

Alliance Electric  903-643-7319

Clearlake Solutions 903-746-8181

Davidson Builders  903-736-7458

Expert Irrigation  903-407-0980

ETX Precision Detail 903-720-8649

Girls Next Door Restoration  903-720-4874

JOTS Rental  903-236-4019

Ricks Boat Maintenance 903-808-6399
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Mize Construction                     903-331-6487  
All types of Marine and waterfront construction —  Free Estimates 

Call today and ask about our retaining wall Summer special! 

  Mize Construction   903-331-6487
All types of Marine and waterfront construction  - Free Estimates

Call today and ask about our retaining wall Summer special!

BRIDGE
CLUB
By Jeanne Collins 

August 2024

 As you are reading this article in 
August, Tennis fans all over the world 
will have just finished several weeks 
in July of watching the Wimbledon 
Tournament in England, one of the 
most famous and longest-running 
tennis events.   What does tennis have 
to do with Bridge you ask?   One of 
the most famous and longest-running 
careers in tennis – and a multiple 
winner of Wimbledon - was that of 
Martina Navratilova - - who is also an 
avid bridge player!   Traveling all over 
the world following the tennis circuit, 
she was quoted as saying, “No matter 
where I go, I can always make new 
friends at the bridge table.”
 The bridge players at Lake 
Cherokee don’t have to travel all over 
the world to make new friends.   We 
play every Wednesday at the CWC 

Library, next door to the CWC Office.   We 
start at 11:30 am, and usually play four 
rounds, finishing around 2:30 pm.    The 
person with the high score for the room 
each Wednesday gets to put his or her 
name “On the Wall”.   
 Our group is very informal.  Men and 
women of all skill levels are welcome.   If 
you do not know how to play, we will 
teach you.    If you would like to join in, 
please do not hesitate to just show up on 
any Wednesday.    We look forward to 
meeting you! 

Tennis legend and winner of 59 Grand Slam 
titles. On the topic of bridge, she has been 

quoted as saying “No matter where I go, I can 
always make new friends at the bridge table.”

Jesse & 
April 

Rangel 
 

Owners & 
Lake Cherokee  
Shareholders 

CALL FOR YOUR FREE CONSULTATION TODAY 
 

1407 Lago Trail, Longview, TX 75604 
Hours: M-Th 9:00 am-5:00 pm 

www.beltone.com 

A.C.A. 
Hearing Instrument 

Specialist 

Hearing Instrument 
Specialist (903) 247-3444 

We accept all insurance & discount plans for hearing aids:  
BCBSTX, Humana, TruHearing,  
Aetna & UnitedHealthcare/EPIC 
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July 18, 2024 photo by Bruce Carroll
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Cherokee
Fishing
Club

By Bryce Tawney - Treasurer

 Monday July 8 was the scheduled 
monthly meeting.  The meeting was 
cancelled in anticipation of Hurricane 
Beryl and proved to be the right call.  
We hope everyone had minimal 
disruption from the storm. 
 Garrett from Pristine Pond 
Solutions was the planned program 
speaker for July, and has been 
rescheduled for the Club’s August 
meeting.  The program should be a 
great discussion. 

 A new order of Cherokee Fishing 
Club caps has arrived with two options 
available. Bryce will have some 
available for sale for $20 each at the 
August meeting.
 CFC members and shareholders 
alike are welcome to join the 
Cherokee Fishing Club private group 
on Facebook if you’re not already 
a member.  Answer three easy 
questions help the admins know 

you are associated with Lake 
Cherokee.  Please share photos of 
your latest catch.
 August is a good month to fish 
for Crappie on the brush piles. Be 
sure to stay hydrated and wear sun 
protection! 
 The Club’s next meeting 
is Monday, August 12 and we 
encourage everyone to attend!

The shareholders of the lots 
listed on the golf ball are the 
winners of FREE GOLF at the 

SP-23SP-23

Any member of the shareholder’s family should 
present their shareholder’s card for one FREE round 
of golf, including the use of a cart.

Cherokee Coutnry Golf Association 
Course during the month of AUGUST.

News From the 19th Hole
by RebekahTaylor

The Pro Shop hours for AUGUST 
are 7:00 am to 6:00 pm Tuesday 
through Sunday. Closed when 
the temperature falls below 45 
degrees and on Mondays for 
course maintenance.

The next tournament date is 
August 10th @ 8:00 am.  FOUR 
PERSON PAR THREE: FOUR 
person scramble, every hole is a 
par 3, $30 per person.

The WOMEN’s group plays every 
Tuesday morning usually @ 9:00 
am or 10:00 am depending on 

the weather. Hours may vary so 
please call the Pro Shop for tee 
time.

Saturday Fun Bunch: every 
Saturday except for tournament 
days @ 8:00 am. It is a choose up 
style tournament and a lot of fun. 
It is a 4-person scramble. Teams 
are picked randomly the morning 
of tournament so plan to arrive 
early.

The next board meeting will be 
on Thursday August 8th @ 6:00 
pm. It is an open meeting, and all 

are welcome to attend and ask 
questions.

EXCITING IMPROVEMENTS – 
NEW SCORE CARDS!!! Thank 
you to all the sponsors and 
everyone who helped with that 
project!!!!   We also still have free 
mulch available – first come, first 
served. (by hole #3 and the burn 
pile)

Congratulations to the winners 
of the FIRECRACKER 
TOURNAMENT on July 13th!!!

1st place – Phil Porter, Phillip Works, James Patterson, and Danny Matherne. 2nd place – Dan and Sharyn Rust, Bill Blanks, and Noah Blanks.
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Cherokee 
Bulletin Board 

AIR, HEAT & 
PLUMBING  SERVICES

S&H CONTRACTORS
Heating and Air Conditioning 
Sales and Service. Call 903/235-3006. 
License #TACLA 021018C
Website: sandhcontractors.com
AFFORDABLE PLUMBING
Why waste your money?  SENIOR DIS-
COUNTS.All plumbing, new construction, 
remodel & repairs (no job too small.)  Repipe, 
slab leak repair, water heaters, drain & rooter 
service, electronic leak detection. FREE ESTI-
MATES.Lic. #M39951  
(903) 643-9277  Michael Evans

BOAT WATERCRAFT 
MAINTENANCE

WEIGANT AUTO & MARINE
Weigant Fiberglass Collision Repair
 Boat & RV Repair
 Metal Flake, Gel Coat & Paint Work
 Over 35 yrs exp.     Ins claims welcome
 Call us today! Jerry 903-932-2509 
or 817-319-1866 Office
CHEROKEE BOAT MAINTENANCE 
Boat and watercraft maintenance and minor 
repairs.  Oil changes, batteries and general 
up-keep.  David Wilson, NP 35 (903) 235-6458

CLEANING
JAE ALEXANDER CLEANING 
Need housecleaning help call Jae Alexander 
903.720.0197 Lake references available upon 
request. 30 years’ experience
OLGA  AT YOUR SERVICE
House cleaning, short or long term property 
management.  Lake references available. 903-
297-1766 home  903-746-5179 cell.

HANDYMAN SERVICES
KK’S HANDYMAN
Lake Cherokee Resident. Installation,
 Maintenance, Repairs, Plumbing, Electrical, 
Painting, Carpentry, Chimney Sweep, Pres-
sure Washing, Brush Hogging, Appliances, No 
Job Too Small.  Kevin 903-261-4220
HANDYMAN HERO LLC
(903) 421-7238 Call us for all your home re-
pairs and handyman needs!

LAWN CARE
”EC&C LAWNCARE 
Mowing, trimming, hedging, cleaning gut-
ters, and tree service all in one stop. Carlos 
Nunez 903.658.0221
SCOTT’S LAWN WORKS 
Mowing, weed-eating, edging and trim shrubs. 
Reliable quality work. Have 15 years experi-
ence. Looking for year round accounts Call 
Scott Sellers 903-424- 4722 

MISC
NEED A HAND? 
I CAN HELP!  with almost anything.  
House sitting, checking mail, watering plants 
(inside & out,) pet sitting, pet walking, running 
errands for the elderly or sick.  Moving in?  I can 
unpack for you.  Moving out? I can clean for 
you.  Call Selena @ (903) 263-1059.  (28 year 
Lake Cherokee resident)

PAINT
GILBERT SANTANA PAINT
Small Jobs!! .need a Door, a Room, Trim, Floor 
Boards,Window sills anything you need to re 
paint? Let us know.free estimates with lake ref-
erences  Call 903-557-7321
JUAN MEDINA’S PAINT
Interior,exterior,staining,drywall,texture, car-
pentry work, Popcorn & Paper Removal Free 
Estimates w/in lake References  Call (903) 
635-0692
JF PAINTING & REMODELING
903.240.8136 Jose Ferrer
Complete remodel, staining, wallpaper re-
moval, pressure washing, plumbing, roofing, 
drywall, carpentry, electrical and much more.

SPRINKLERS
EXPERT IRRIGATION
Expert Irrigation is a fully licensed 
(TCEQ LI# 23106) irrigation contractor 
proudly serving Lake Cherokee.  
We specialize in the repair and service of all 
brands of sprinkler systems, especially pump 
systems used here at the lake.    
Chris Mathews   903-407-0980

STONEWORK
STONE EVOLUTION
Rock Installation, Outdoor Kitchens, 
Bathroom Remodeling, Concrete Pouring, 
Retaining Walls, Concrete Grinding
Free Estimates 903-790-4633

TREE SERVICES
JOSE AND VICENTE
Commercial and residential mowing, 
trimming, raking, limb and tree removal. 
And now, stone and granite.
Firewood. Insured.
903-917.4495  903.736.9835
CRUZ RODRIGUEZ TREE SERVICE
Bonded & Insured. Firewood, Stump Re-
moval, Privacy Fences, Yards, Driveways, 
Sidewalks, Roofing, Asphalt   18 years ex-
perience   FREE ESTIMATES  Home (430) 
625-8021  Truck (903) 720-3091 

WANTED
Will buy your unwanted boat or watercraft and 
pay cash. 903-658-2994. If no answer please 
leave message

Broker
Jason Murray
jason@murrayres.com

Facebook Page:
Murray Real Estate 
Services LLC

Agent
Hunter White
903.238.7205
aggieforester05 
@yahoo.com

Ferrell 
Construction 

 

(903) 576-0113 

•• Custom  
Boathouses 

 
•• Boat Lift  
Service &  

Installation 

•• Retaining 
Walls 

 
•• General  
Carpentry 
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Bridge Club Luncheon
Golf Course Board 

Meeting

Fishing Club
Community Gardeners

Photography Club
Chatter Deadline

Bridge Club
CWC Board Meeting

Preservation Club

Bridge Club

Bridge Club

Family Fun Fest

August 2024
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

Ak BBQ

Frios Pops

Back Street Grill

JEE JEEs Party 
on Wheels

Sir Bentleys

Sunsational Ice

Sir Bentleys

Sunsational Ice

Back Street Grill

Ice Cream Guy

JEE JEEs Party 
on Wheels

Black Dog 
Deli + Catering

Ice Cream Guy

Sir Bentleys

Sunsational Ice

September 2024
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30

CWC Office Closed
Labor Day Variance Deadline Bridge Club Luncheon

Grandparents’ Day Fishing Club
Community Gardeners

Photography Club
Bridge Club
Patriot Day

Golf Course Board 
Meeting

Board of Director 
Candidate Filing 

Period Begins 8:00 am
Chatter Deadline

Bridge Club

First Friends
CWC Board Meeting

Preservation Club

1st Day of Autumn Bridge Club

Board of Director 
Candidate Filing 

Period Ends 4:00 pm

Variance Deadline

2 Step Cajun Cuisine

Sunsational Ice

Ak BBQ

Sunsational Ice
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